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1. On 10 Dec 53, General Kratochvil authorized the command of the Fourth 
Military District at KoSice to place military units in the district at 
the disposal of the civilian authorities in charge of the construction 
of the new railroad line from Slovakia to Soviét Russia called the Trat 
dvuZby. After having driven through the 12 km Bujanov tunnel the civilian 
authorities encountered difficulties in the winding velley of the River 
Hornad, and the projest has been seriously delayed, 


2. On 8 Dec 53 General Artemov, of the Soviet Military Mission, informed the 
Czechoslovak Government that it would be necessary to speed up the new. . 
line, This line is linked with the construction of the new South-Trans~- — 
Siberian line, now being built on the 1550 km stretch between Abakan and 
Akmolinsk, end will be completed by construction of the GardZu-Kungrad- 
Makat line, It was originally intended to complete the line in 1956, but 
on the insistence of the Soviet general staff, the date has been stepped 


up to 1955. 


3, A new Central Sgian Command has charge of the work. This command is in 
charge of the defense of the Urals, the Caucasus, the Kuznetzov Basin and 
especially the new Volga-Don Canal, and is the base for all Soviet operations 
in the Middle Bust, and the railroad is of obvious importance to it. 


4, ‘The new line will be connected through Kharkov and Kiev with Central Europe 
and the Balkans, As the Tra€ druZby line connects not only Prague, Brno and 
Bratislava to this line, but also the industrial districts of Moravskd 
Ostrava and Pilsen Soviet authorities are putting pressure on the Czechoslovaks 
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‘to finish the’ wopk.tiugh earlier than planned. 


5. Whe syndicalist orgérizations have objected vigorously to the employment of 
‘soldiers on the new Line, considering it an antilabor step. 


6. Members of the Czéchoslovak general staff consider the haste displayed in 
pushing through these new railroad lines as an indication of the reactivation 
of Soviet strategy, which was visibly held back by Stalints death. The strategy 
aims at the achievement of Soviet military supremacy in 1954, or 1955 at latest, 
and is oriented toward the Middle East, now considered the weakest point in 
Western military dispositions. 


~ end ~ 
LIBRARY SUBJECT & AREA COnES 


755.52 aM 


- ‘ 755.52 3N 
755.2 se6N 
755.2 Ww 
a a we R eae 4 ac 
i, : } 2 ae Pas) 
“¢ i ' 
COU Bos . tee GLa ee 
ee # Rae * J 
i j Sees ‘on 
J ‘ 4 ; eeeiee gf 
on nt a 
4 H] re a rn a, 
4 e. es 
4 {3 , 
# y 
; ; 7" 
4 AS 
bt % tat re ee 
BO ay 8% %, "4 Sh aes f te Hi os 
ul hd a “v Les a lip ety ee 
4 ; cee na at ae §. * a 4 
* : Be NS ' ee er 
pees SECRET. .. Pode 
ey * : ‘ : 
. s 2 
7 
Na 
pe a ue 4 3 
Plgen, 


Approved For Release 1999/09/23 : CIA-RDP81-01036R000100110070-2 


